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For years one of the cornerstones of Crime Watch has been the reporting of suspicious activities and individuals to 
the police. Over the years, citizen have stopped countless crimes and saved lives by becoming actively involved in 
protecting their communities through Crime Watch or by just being an involved witness when crime strikes the neigh-
borhood. It has been said that the level of response from your police department and the efficiency by which they 
operate is directly tied to community involvement. 

As the additional “eyes and ears” of law enforcement, citizens can help to reduce crime, improve safety and increase 
the quality of neighborhood life by knowing what to report and how to report it. 

Now more than ever, with Crime Watch new emphasis on both crime and terrorism, citizens are needed to come 
forward and provide valuable information. Remember: don’t be shy – your job is simply to report, and law enforce-
ment will take your call seriously and check out the situation. What you see and report may be invaluable and may 
save lives. Never confront anyone suspicious on your own. 

Sometimes it can be confusing about what to report and when to report it. 

What exactly is a “suspicious activity”? 

Suspicious activities can refer to incidents, events, individuals or circumstances that seem unusual or out of place. 
Some common examples of suspicious activities include: 

A stranger loitering in your neighborhood or a vehicle cruising the streets repeatedly; someone peering into cars or 
windows; a high volume of traffic going to and coming from a home on a daily basis; someone loitering around 
schools, parks or secluded areas; strange odors coming from a house or building; open or broken doors and win-
dows at a closed business or unoccupied residence; someone tampering with electrical, gas or sewer systems with-
out an identifiable company vehicle or uniform; sounds of breaking glass, gunshots, screaming or fighting; strangers 
removing license plates or loading valuables into vehicles from a residence even if the moving truck looks legitimate. 

Remember – A quick and accurate description of events, vehicles, and persons can make all the difference in appre-
hending a potential criminal. Any type of activity or circumstance that seems unusual should be reported. 

 

How to Know What Activity is Suspicious 

 
 

The memory 
never fades.  



 

 

 

 

The phone rings, you pick it up, and the caller identifies himself as an officer of the court. He says you 
failed to report for jury duty and that a warrant is out for your arrest. You say you never received a notice. 
To clear it up, the caller says he'll need some information for "verification purposes"-your birth date, social 
security number, maybe even a credit card number. 
This is when you should hang up the phone. It's a scam. 
Jury scams have been around for years, but have seen a resurgence in recent months. Communities in more 
than a dozen states have issued public warnings about cold calls from people claiming to be court officials 
seeking personal information. As a rule, court officers never ask for confidential information over the 
phone; they generally correspond with prospective jurors via mail. 
The scam's bold simplicity may be what makes it so effective. Facing the unexpected threat of arrest, vic-
tims are caught off guard and may be quick to part with some information to defuse the situation. 
 
They get you scared first, they get people saying, 'Oh my gosh! I'm not a criminal. What's going on? That's 
when the scammer dangles a solution-a fine, payable by credit card, that will clear up the problem.  
With enough information, scammers can assume your identity and empty your bank accounts. 
It seems like a very simple scam. The trick is putting people on the defensive, then reeling them back in 
with the promise of a clean slate.  
 
In recent months, communities in Florida, New York, Minnesota, Illinois, Colorado, Oregon, California, 
Virginia, Oklahoma, Arizona, and New Hampshire reported scams or posted warnings or press releases on 
their local websites. In August, the federal court system issued a warning on the scam and urged people to 
call their local District Court office if they receive suspicious calls. In September, the FBI issued a press 
release about jury scams and suggested victims also contact their local FBI field office. 
In March, USA.gov, the federal government’s information website, posted details about jury scams in their 
Frequently Asked Questions area. The site reported scores of queries on the subject from website visitors 
and callers seeking information. 
The jury scam is a simple variation of the identity-theft ploys that have proliferated in recent years as per-
sonal information and good credit have become thieves' preferred prey, particularly on the Internet. Scam-
mers might tap your information to make a purchase on your credit card, but could just as easily sell your 
information to the highest bidder on the Internet's black market. 
 
Protecting yourself is the key: Never give out personal information when you receive an unsolicited 
phone call. 
 

 

 

Beware of Jury Scam  
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Warning Signs of Being Bullied  pt 2 

There are many warning signs that may indicate that someone is affected by bullying—either being bullied or bullying others. Recogniz-

ing the warning signs is an important first step in taking action against bullying. Not all children who are bullied or are bullying others 

ask for help. 

It is important to talk with children who show signs of being bullied or bullying others. These warning signs can also point to other is-

sues or problems, such as depression or substance abuse. Talking to the child can help identify the root of the problem. 

SIGNS A CHILD IS BEING BULLIED  

Look for changes in the child. However, be aware that not all children who are bullied exhibit warning signs. 

Some signs that may point to a bullying problem are:  

 Unexplainable injuries 

 Lost or destroyed clothing, books, electronics, or jewelry 

 Frequent headaches or stomach aches, feeling sick or faking illness 

 Changes in eating habits, like suddenly skipping meals or binge eating. Kids may come home from school hungry because they did 
not eat lunch. 

 Difficulty sleeping or frequent nightmares 

 Declining grades, loss of interest in schoolwork, or not wanting to go to school 

 Sudden loss of friends or avoidance of social situations 

 Feelings of helplessness or decreased self esteem 

 Self-destructive behaviors such as running away from home, harming themselves, or talking about suicide 

If you know someone in serious distress or danger, don’t ignore the problem. Get help right away. 

 

SIGNS A CHILD IS BULLYING OTHERS  

Kids may be bullying others if they:    

 Get into physical or verbal fights 

 Have friends who bully others 

 Are increasingly aggressive 

 Get sent to the principal’s office or to detention frequently 

 Have unexplained extra money or new belongings 

 Blame others for their problems 

 Don’t accept responsibility for their actions 

 Are competitive and worry about their reputation or popularity 
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Emergency: 911 
Non-Emergency: 727-938-2849 
Crime Prevention: 727-937-8753 
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We are on the web.  
Visit us at: 

www.tspd.us 

Things to do in Tarpon Springs ! 

“Join us on Facebook”  
  

 

SEPTEMBER 27 
Fish Fry Fundraiser, 5-9 PM 

Citizens Alliance for Progress, Inc.  

401 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 28 

Old School Dance,  7 PM 
Advance Tickets Required $20/Person, $35/couple 

Citizens Alliance for Progress, Inc.  

401 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
 

 
 

*****OCTOBER 2013***** 
 

October 5 
Outdoor Movie - Rocky Horror Picture Show 

8-11 PM, Sunset Beach - $5 Admission 
 
 

October 11, 12, 18, 19, 25 & 26 
Haunted Forest Trail 

6:30 - 9:30 PM, North Anclote Nature Park - $5 Admission 


